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NSC BRIEFING : 13 March 1937
DANGERS IN THE SUEZ SITUATION

I. lsrael-Egyptian aims incompatible

A,

25X6

B. Egyptian aims
1. Determined prevent Israeli from profiting military
invasion.
2. Determined establish Egyptian jurisdiction Gasa.
3. C;mntin' on support other Arab states, particularly

Saudi Arabia, opposing Israeli claims to Aqabn,
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. Gulf of Agaba {esus
2o 4
B. Egypt efforts {forcefully interdict passage hampered by
presence UN forces. Not likely use force time being
{but aniilinz accept logitimacy of any Israeli passage}).

C. Egypt willing accept ruling “innocent passage™ International

Court of Justice but Israel not willing.

D,
25X6

1tf, Gaza problem

A. UM {aces diffienlt problems administering and controlling
Gaxs--recogrnises presencs legally depsndent Lgyptian
assent.

B. Modus vivendl permitting Egypt return with minimam

| security safeguards for 1srael possible bat extremely

difficult achtevs.

. Egypt intends push situation as far as traffic will bear

in veestablishing position in Gase without bringing about

military showdown with Israel. _ 25X6
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iV. Suss Cagal arrasgements
A. Controversiss over Agaba and Gasza mear reduce chancas
sarly interim arrangement, already %\&ﬂn
B. Lgypt fesls prosent bargaining pesition stroag. Likely
take hard line over guestions of paymaents of tell fees and
fx2l1 cantrol canal.
C. ©Canal naers liksly be iaced with cholce between boyeoliing

canal or ackepting tevms previsasly found unsatisfaciory.

o | - vopz »+er t=rms kel
25X6 -

ba available later. Both goverumests probably unable

resint de jagie acceplance Egyptian terms by own shippers.
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